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notice of such transfer shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. No at-
tempt shall be made to notify each in-
dividual former non-Indian owner per-
sonally, but the transfer of jurisdiction
to the Secretary may be further pub-
licized by the publishing of notice in a
local newspaper of general circulation.

§ 178.5 Special notice to former Indian
owners.

(a) The Superintendent shall notify
the former Indian owners, in writing,
at their last known addresses of their
right to repurchase the tracts formerly
owned by them in those instances
where the tracts are outside of the
boundaries of the Monument and are
outside of the boundaries of the area of
the Gunnery Range retained by the De-
partment of the Air Force. Such notice
shall include (1) the legal description;
(2) the purchase price thereof; (3) the
minimum amount of down payment re-
quired; (4) a recital that balance of pur-
chase price may be paid in 20 annual
installments; (5) the annual rate of in-
terest on unpaid balance; (6) informa-
tion whether title is to be taken in
trust or in fee; and (7) the date by
which the executed application to pur-
chase must be received in the office of
the Superintendent. A form of applica-
tion for execution by the former own-
ers shall accompany said notice, said
application to include the legal de-
scription of the land, purchase price
and other pertinent information.

(b) In those instances where the
tracts of land or portions thereof are
within the boundaries of the area of
the Gunnery Range retained by the De-
partment of the Air Force, the Super-
intendent shall notify the former In-
dian owners, in writing, at their last
known addresses that they may elect
to purchase available tracts of land in
lieu of the lands formerly owned by
them, said lieu lands to be of substan-
tially the same value as the tracts
originally owned by them. Such notice
shall also advise said former owners
that they may, as an alternative, elect
to purchase the tracts formerly owned
by them at such time as the tracts may
be declared excess to the needs of the
Department of the Air Force and trans-
ferred to the Secretary of the Interior.
As to this alternative, no promise or

prediction may be made as to when, or
whether, the land may eventually be-
come surplus to the needs of the De-
partment of the Air Force, and the no-
tice shall specifically so state. Such
notice shall include (1) the legal de-
scription of the land formerly owned by
them; (2) the purchase price of the lieu
land which price shall be computed on
the same basis as though the original
tract were available; (3) the minimum
amount of down payment required; (4)
a recital that balance of purchase price
may be paid in 20 annual installments;
(5) the annual rate of interest on un-
paid balance; (6) information whether
title is to be taken in trust or in fee;
and (7) the date by which election to
purchase lieu lands or wait until lands
formerly owned by them are declared
excess must be received in the office of
the Superintendent. The notice shall be
accompanied by a form for execution
by the former owner whereby said
owner elects to purchase lieu lands or
to repurchase the tract formerly owned
by said owner when it is declared ex-
cess.

(c) In those instances where a tract
of land or portion thereof is within the
boundaries of the Monument, the Su-
perintendent shall notify the former
Indian owner, in writing, at his last
known address that he may elect to ac-
quire a life estate in such tract or por-
tion thereof at no cost but subject to
the restrictions on use referred to
under ‘‘Conveyance Documents’’
(§ 257.7). Such notice shall include the
legal description of the lands formerly
owned by him upon which he may ac-
quire a life estate. The notice shall also
inform the former owner that he may
elect to purchase any available tract of
land in lieu of the lands formerly
owned by him, said lieu lands to have
substantially the same values as the
tract originally owned by him. Such
notice shall include (1) the purchase
price of the lieu land which price shall
be computed on the same basis as
though the original tract were avail-
able for purchase; (2) the minimum
amount of down payment required; (3)
a recital that balance of purchase price
may be paid in 20 annual installments;
(4) the annual rate of interest on un-
paid balance; (5) information whether
title is to be taken in trust or in fee;

VerDate 14<MAY>98 07:54 May 15, 1998 Jkt 179083 PO 00000 Frm 00471 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\179083.TXT 179083-3



480

25 CFR Ch. I (4–1–98 Edition)§ 178.6

and (6) the date by which the election
to acquire the life estate or lieu lands
must be received in the Office of the
Superintendent. Such notice shall be
accompanied by a form for execution
by the former owner whereby said
owner elects to acquire a life estate in
the lands formerly owned by said
owner or elects to purchase lieu lands.

§ 178.6 Applications by former owners.

(a) Applications by former Indian
owners to purchase lands formerly
owned by them, or to purchase lieu
lands, or to take a life estate in a tract
of land within the Monument area
should be made on forms furnished by
the Superintendent and filed within
the period specified in section 3(b) (5)
of the Act. Such applications shall be
filed in the Office of the Superintend-
ent.

(b) A former non-Indian owner may
file application to purchase land pursu-
ant to section 3(b) of the Act within 1
year from the date notice is published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER that the land
he formerly owned has been declared
excess to the needs of the Department
of the Air Force and has been trans-
ferred to the Secretary. Such applica-
tion shall be filed in the Office of the
Superintendent. The applicant shall
furnish proof of his ownership or the
ownership of his predecessor in interest
at the time of the acquisition of the
land by the United States. Upon re-
ceipt of an application to purchase and
proof of ownership the Superintendent
shall cause the land to be appraised
and thereafter he shall inform the ap-
plicant in writing of the fair market
value of the tract which shall be the
purchase price, the minimum amount
of down payment required, that the
balance of the purchase price may be
paid in 20 annual installments, and the
annual rate of interest on the unpaid
balance.

§ 178.7 Conveyance documents.

(a) Where there is an election by a
former Indian owner of a tract of land
within the monument boundary to ac-
quire a life estate in such tract at no
cost the following types of provisions
and restrictions shall be applicable to
the use thereof:

(1) Agricultural uses are permitted.
Only those commercial activities asso-
ciated with normal agricultural oper-
ations would be allowed.

(2) Construction or reconstruction of
any roads to the property, including lo-
cations and materials used, are subject
to approval by the National Park Serv-
ice.

(3) Mining activities of all kinds are
prohibited inasmuch as the United
States retains all mineral rights.

(4) Residential and other facilities
necessary for, or incidental to, ranch-
ing and other agricultural purposes are
permitted. This includes, but is not
limited to, barns, sheds, fences, stock
dams, wells utilizing surface or sub-
surface water, and other needed access
accessory structures.

(5) The cutting of native trees, except
for firewood for the personal use of the
grantee, his family or assignee, is pro-
hibited unless determined by the Na-
tional Park Service to be essential to
the permitted use of the tract.

(6) All improvements and structures
are subject to removal upon termi-
nation of the life estate or they shall
be deemed to become the property of
the United States. The family or as-
signee of the grantee shall have a rea-
sonable time to vacate the premises
upon termination of the life estate and
may harvest annual crops planted dur-
ing the tenure of the estate.

(7) Water rights owned by the United
States in the premises remain vested in
the United States, but the grantee has
a right to reasonable use of the water.

(8) Grantee must observe and adhere
to all applicable Federal, State, and
local laws and regulations, including
Federal laws and regulations for the
protection of the black-footed ferret
and other wildlife in the Monument.
The United States reserves the right to
enter upon the conveyed lands to as-
sure such compliance and for the exer-
cise of any other rights and privileges
reserved to it.

(9) The conveyed premises must be
kept in a neat and orderly condition
and no waste or injury may be commit-
ted to the land. Pollution of water on
or adjacent to the property is prohib-
ited.
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